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Report 2: The earliest memory, we were at, we were going go the Black Hills, and there’s 
a Fred Flintstone World somewhere over there. And I remember being there, I remember 
crawling through like a ceramic alligator, crocodile one of those dinosaur type things, and 
getting to the middle and getting scared, ‘cause it got dark and there were lights in the 
middle the kids would block. And I remember getting scared in the middle and crying, and 
then my brother was at one end, you know, telling me “to come on, it would be alright.” 
I specifically remember that ‘cause I was scared. I remember being scared. And it was 
green, and it was like a tube, just like a tunnel to crawl through but it was some sort of 
animal and I got scared. And they had to convince me to come out.

Source: Reprinted from Bauer, P. J., Tasdemir-Ozdes, A., & Larkina, M. (2014). Adults’ reports of their earliest memories: Consistency in events, ages, and 
narrative characteristics over time. Consciousness and Cognition, 27, pp. 76–88. Copyright © 2014, with permission from Elsevier.

As you can see, the two reports in Box 7.3 are describing what seems to be the same 
incident. They aren’t word-for-word identical, and we wouldn’t really expect them to 
be unless the participant had memorized a specific wording of the recollection and 
trotted it out on two different occasions. Nonetheless, the details she provides (e.g., 
the Flintstone park, the crocodile tunnel, the brother at one end, her being “stuck” in 
the middle and afraid) make it likely that she is indeed recalling the same incident in 
both recollections.

Other researchers echo Bauer et al.’s (2014) proposal that autobiographical memory is 
more than just a storehouse of personal recollections. Fivush, Habermas, Waters, and 
Zaman (2011), for example, see it as a “uniquely human form of memory that inte-
grates individual experiences of self with culture frames for understanding identities 
and lives” (p. 321). That is, our autobiographical memories are an important means 
for constructing and interpreting our own sense of who we are, what our goals and 
values are, and they may even form a basis for our thinking about our lives in the future 
(Grysman & Hudson, 2011, 2013; Grysman, Prabhakar, Anglin, & Hudson, 2015).

FLASHBULB MEMORIES

Where were you when you learned of the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center 
on September 11, 2001? Many of us recall information not only about the tragic disas-
ter itself but also about where we were, whom we were with, and what we were doing 
when we first heard about it. For example, I was standing in line at Goodbye, Blue 
Monday, my town’s local coffee store. I’d just had my hair done and was thinking about 
all the things I needed to do that day when a woman in a pink dress behind me tapped 
me on the arm and asked if I’d heard the news. When I got to my car, I turned on the 
radio, and I hurried to school to use my computer to surf the Web. For most of the day 
I listened to the radio, surfed the Web, and talked in horrified tones to coworkers. That 
evening, I took my 8-year-old son to an on-campus service of remembrance. The day 
seems etched permanently in my memory.

R. Brown and Kulik (1977) coined the term flashbulb memory to describe this phe-
nomenon. Other examples might be found in your parents’ or other relatives’ recol-
lections of where they were when they heard about the assassinations of President 
John F. Kennedy and civil rights movement leader Martin Luther King, Jr. One study 
reports on flashbulb memories among Danish World War II veterans of the inva-
sion and liberation of Denmark (Berntsen & Thomsen, 2005). Given the historical 
importance and surprising nature of these events, it may be small wonder that most 
of us old enough to have experienced them remember them. Why, however, do we 


